December 4, 2013
Greetings!,

IN THIS ISSUE
Question and Answer

Monty talks about establishing good horsemanship practices and educating the
young horse in this week's question and answer column.
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Question:
I recently acquired a year-old Newfoundland Pony filly. This is a sensible working breed that has
evolved over centuries in Newfoundland but this filly is quite self-possessed. When she got her first
shots last month she reacted quite strongly - there was a lot of squirming and a little bit of pony
wrestling in the alleyway. I tried taking her up to her older companion's box stall door for comfort
but it didn't help much.
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The second set was, if anything, worse. Before I could say anything, the vet did the tap tap on her
butt and the filly exploded. She was insulted and very reactive. We did manage the job but there
has to be a better way. She is due for more shots this month! This pony has been raised by
experienced breeders who employ natural horsemanship techniques. She has certainly never been
abused. She leads well and seems well socialized.
The vet suggested doing a systematic desensitization using treats. I don't normally feed horses by
hand but tried this for a few days. I can touch the filly's butt but anything more than that elicits
angry tail swishing and circling. So I searched clicker training and horses and discovered your site.
Agreed - treats are a bad route. But what is possible with a pony this young? She quickly becomes
defensive and that says there is a bit of disrespect going on. I have raised a number of
Warmbloods in past years and never had this problem. It isn't as easy working with a baby brought
up by someone else.
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Monty's Answer:
It's hard for me to remember a question coming through that has an easier fix than this one. I say
this because of the fact that it's a pony rather than a full size horse. With regard to the treats with
or without the clicking the only method that would be worse is to beat the pony with clubs. Should
treats and or clicking take the place of good horsemanship you will have problems with this pony
for the rest of its life.
The Dually Halter is, first, your 'best friend' in this situation. View the video on how to use the
Dually halter, http://www.montyroberts.com/shop/equipment/dually-halter-pony/
over and over again. I would imagine that the green (extra small) Dually is the appropriate size. It
will go up to 12 hands plus. I emphasize that you pay particular attention to the use of the Dually to
cause your pony to stand still. I have just completed two and a half months of touring where
standing still was the most critical issue with the horses.
Once you have accomplished the standing still procedure, I suggest that you fabricate an
appropriate sized chute. This item is often called a crush but it is simply made of wood or metal
and can be just wide enough for your pony to comfortably stand in. I just made a very effective
chute in England by using a 5 bar gate and placing it about 28 inches from a wall. This would allow
access to the near side of your pony.
The one that I made in England was for a Thoroughbred filly, 18 months old, standing about 15.2
hands. She was delivered to her new owner with a letter of caution that she was an absolute killer.
I was able to stroke her and even place a plastic bag on a stick over her back after about 5
minutes of her squealing and kicking out with both hind feet. I used a stable mat behind her to
protect the hind legs during her fits of resistance.

This special
kit consists of Monty's biographical book, The
Horses In My Life, and his foundation DVD on
Join-Up. Buy them together and you will not be
charged for shipping, no matter where in the
world you are! For more info, visit Monty's online
store at:
http://www.montyroberts.com/shop/specials/freeshipping-on-book-plus-dvd-kit/
Offer valid through December 5, 2013.

The filly eventually stood, allowing stroking and plastic bags, neither of which was possible
throughout her 18 months. She has continued to improve with a student of mine whom I am
speaking with about every 3 days. One can practice these procedures in your chute several times
before the vet arrives. Tapping, stroking, and rubbing over the entire body are advisable,
veterinarian or no veterinarian.
One could get great benefit from the From My Hands to Yours textbook in the Dually chapter. In
addition there are some very good lessons on my Equus Online University on gentling with a chute.
Mind you, the chute in the lessons would be quite expensive because it is meant to be used for
many years and with full sized terrorists. The outcome is virtually always astonishingly effective
when used properly.

Monty's Principles
I once watched a video of you, years ago, with a
horse in an arena and the people were sitting on
stands above you. This horse that you were
working with was abused, and I saw how he
started to trust you even though he had been
badly mistreated before and I just broke down
because my ex husband also abused me.
If I had one wish, that would be to just meet you
and to tell you how you changed my life in just a
few minutes. Thank you for everything that you do
for horses, big hugs from afar.
Barbi Pulvenis, South Africa
www.Facebook.com/MontyRoberts

THIS WEEK IN MONTY'S EQUUS ONLINE UNI
WIKI HELP
Monty Requests Your Assistance Please!
wi·ki
ˈwikē/
noun: wiki; plural noun: wikis
1. a website that allows collaborative editing of its
content and structure by its users. This site needs
your help:
http://www.wikihow.com/Join-Up-With-a-Horse
How many changes do you see needed? e.g.
Monty never carries a whip. If you know Join-Up,
please pitch in to educate the public by adding
your editorial to WikiHow!

In this week's video lesson on Equus Online University, Certified Instructor Courtney Dunn shows
us the progress of a young horse into his second day of training under saddle.

CANADA'S RURAL TV

In Canada, Monty's Backstage Pass
show airs Thursday & Saturday10:30 AM, 4:30 PM, 11 PM (all times
are EST) on television on The Rural
Channel. More info as to where The
Rural Channel is available:
http://theruralchannel.com/get-trc/

Not a student yet? Click on: www.montyrobertsuniversity.com
Current students log in here: www.montyrobertsuniversity.com/sessions/new

If you have questions or need more info go to
info@theruralchannel.com
or reach out on any of their Social Media
platforms: @TheRuralChannel
http://www.facebook.com/theruralchannel

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS MONTY?
See Monty's Demonstrations Near You!
December 7 -8

BR
JUST A FEW SPOTS LEFT on the Brazil horse training workshops
with Monty Roberts, 9 am - 5 pm, limited to 40 participants. Call +55
11 3882-0008 or write encantadoresdevidas@sirin.com.br

January 25, 2014

A Night of Inspiration with Monty at Flag Is Up Farms
in Solvang, California. Call (805) 688-6288 for more info.

January 26, 2014

Life Lessons: A Personal Development Workshop at Flag Is Up Farms USA
See more at: http://www.montyroberts.com/wpcontent/uploads/2013/10/Life-Lessons-web.pdf

April 4, 2014

Pferdezentrum Schloss Wickrath, Mönchengladbach

DE

April 6, 2014

Landgestüt Zweibrücken

DE

April 8, 2014

Reitsportzentrum Hohenzollern, Bisingen

DE

Monty on HRTV

USA

Watch Monty on HRTV Tuesdays at 6:00 PM ET.
Special Offer for Monty Roberts' Fans! First
month FREE of HRTV.com when you subscribe
now! Just use the promo code MR13 when you

April 11, 2014

Reitverein Bayer Leverkusen

DE

Aprl 13, 2014

Gestüt Tannenhof, Heidenrod-Watzelhain (bei Wiesbaden)

DE

For information about Monty's worldwide demos and the courses held at Monty's
farm in California go to:
http://www.montyroberts.com/ab_about_monty_calendar/see-monty/

Now Playing: Carrie Scrima, ACTHA Founder
& Phillip Ralls, Reiner
Feel Good About the Direction Horsemanship Is Going!
The Horsemanship Radio Show is an online radio show (podcast) dedicated to the
exploration of good horsemanship throughout the world. Hosted by Debbie Loucks
(Monty Roberts' daughter), the show includes segments, tips and interviews
exploring good horsemanship.
Carrie Scrima of the American Competitive Trail Horse Association and Phillip Ralls, trainer of high
performance reined cow horses will be on the show starting November 30 2013.
Listen in... http://www.horsemanshipradio.com/
Click here to bookmark the Horsemanship Radio episodes on iTunes.

sign up!

Please check local TV directories for your time and
channel or the HRTV website where times are in
Eastern Standard Time:
http://www.hrtv.com/MontyRobertsShow/
Please note that Dish TV has moved the HRTV
channel position to 398.

Horse & Country, UK
Watch Monty Roberts on Horse &
Country TV in the UK (Sky channel
280), Ireland, The Netherlands,
Sweden and Malta. See:
http://www.horseandcountry.tv/monty for more
info.

Click here to bookmark the Horsemanship Radio episodes on Android.
New shows air the 15th and the 30th of every month brought to you by Index Fund Advisors,
www.IFA.com
Part of the Horse Radio Network.
http://www.horsemanshipradio.com/

KEEP IN TOUCH
Let us know what you are looking for in content from these emails. Send your comments and
requests to askmonty@montyroberts.com.
Never miss an e-mail from Monty: To ensure you receive this email in the future, add
askmonty@montyroberts.com to your list of approved senders or select the Add/Save to Address
Book function in your email browser and follow the appropriate instructions.

Sincerely,

Monty Roberts

Monty's Challenge
Please tell me the best way to get eye ointment
into my horse's eye without poking her eye with
the applicator.
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