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Monty's Principles
A number of years ago I heard a song called
Equus Caballus, which is a poem written by Joel
Nelson, a cowboy poet. It starts like this:

QUESTION AND ANSWER
Question:
In the discussion of equipment, a brief discussion of bits other than snaffles would help. I am
beginning to participate in 4H shows in western pleasure and with my horse (11 years) he is
required to use a curb bit.
Monty's Answer:
Thank you very much for your question. This is a very timely question because it is my opinion
that we have pretty well laid the foundation for the early training of horses. I won't say that we
have trained the whole world yet, but we have gone a long way to providing the alternatives to
the violent breaking of young horses. Our organization is now beginning to speak frequently
about the need for moving on to later training concepts and recommendations.

Curb bits, spade bits, grazers, bitless bridles, hackamores, half-breeds, cathedrals, double
bridles are just a few of the instruments that are recommended in one discipline or another
throughout the horse industry. This is a vast, complicated subject with strong opinions in every
direction. I suppose this is one of the reasons that I point out an area where Mother Nature has
made a grave mistake. It has to do with timing and our existence.

I have run on middle fingernail through Eolithic
morning,
I have thundered down the coach road with the
Revolution's warning.
I have carried countless errant knights who
never found the grail.
I have strained before the caissons I have
moved the nation's mail.
I've made knights of lowly tribesmen and kings
from ranks of peons
I have given pride and arrogance to riding men
for eons.
I have grazed among the lodges and the tepees
and the yurts.
I have felt the sting of driving whips, lashes,
spurs and quirts.
These are just the first two stanzas of his poem
You can read the rest at
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/238308
How do you feel after reading this poem? For
me it is a reminder that I have to always have
honorable intentions when working with my
horse. He deserves no less.
Cheers, Dennis (from the Forum inside Equus
Online University)

In explaining this situation I point out that when Mother Nature created a horseman I believe
that she was obligated to allow him two lifetimes. One should be dedicated to learning and
fully understanding the art of horsemanship. The second lifetime should be devoted to
demonstrating explaining and teaching. In that way the accomplished horseman could leave his
concepts and principles in an intelligent fashion for the next generation.
Since this isn't going to happen, I am doing my level best to allow horses and human
circumstances to teach me as much as possible and I have devoted the rest of my days to
younger horsemen destined to follow. The more advanced bits will definitely consume a large
amount of my time in the years that I have left. There are many misconceptions and many
cultures are either too forceful or too critical of what they believe to be bits that are
forceful.
Professors have told me that the human uses only a small percent of the brain they receive.
Perhaps Mother Nature expected me to use a lot more of my brain. It's very possible that I
should have learned more in my time and dedicated myself at an earlier age to pass on
concepts and information that are vital to fully understanding the needs of these wonderful
creatures that we train. I will work hard to meet the needs of the next generation as best I can.

THIS WEEK IN MONTY'S EQUUS ONLINE UNI

SUMMER READING
Some of Monty's most popular titles are now
available in electronic format as eBooks. Click on
the links below to find out more.
The Man Who Listens to Horses
iBooks:
http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/id525238562
Amazon http://www.amazon.com/The-ManListens-Horsesebook/dp/B0081LF5L4/ref=sr_1_1?s=digitaltext&ie=UTF8&qid=1338811659&sr=1-1
Amazon.co.uk:
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?
url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&fieldkeywords=monty%20roberts%20kindle
Monty's Life Lessons
Life Lessons: A Field Guide to Inspire Your
Journey
http://www.montyroberts.com/shop/books/lifelessons-from-the-man-who-listens-to-horses/
I'm Shy Boy - Here's My Story
iBooks: http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/im-shyboy/id516293563?mt=11
Amazon.co.uk: http://www.amazon.com/Im-ShyBoy-ebook/dp/B007RRUJ32/ref=sr_1_4?
s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1338811659&sr=1-4
Amazon:
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?
url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&fieldkeywords=monty%20roberts%20kindle

Little American Mustang
iBooks:
http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/id520415926

Any horse can load! Monty Roberts Certified Instructor Courtney Dunn takes us though the
trailer loading training process in this week's video lesson on Equus Online University!
Current students log in here: www.montyrobertsuniversity.com
Not a student yet? Click on: http://montyrobertsuniversity.com/sessions/new

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/LittleAmerican-Mustangebook/dp/B007R5TGB0/ref=sr_1_11?s=digitaltext&ie=UTF8&qid=1338811659&sr=1-11
Amazon.co.uk:
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?
url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&fieldkeywords=monty%20roberts%20kindle

Or go to www.montyrobertsuniversity.com/about-the-uni

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS MONTY?
NEXT WEEK! Monty in California: August 5-9 Monty's Special
Training at Flag Is Up Farms. More info here: http://www.joinup.org/education/
Monty in Australia this summer!
SYDNEY SEMINAR 17/18 August at the Horseworld Stadium Maraylya
and PERTH SEMINAR 24/25 August at the State Equestrian Centre
Brigadoon: http://montyrobertslive.com/seminar-dates-tickets/

From My Hands to Yours
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/From-MyHands-Yoursebook/dp/B00D5UIVHG/ref=sr_1_1?
ie=UTF8&qid=1371506500&sr=81&keywords=monty+roberts+from+kindle
iBooks: http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/frommy-hands-to-yours/id516287244?mt=11
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?
url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&fieldkeywords=monty%20roberts%20kindle
In the UK: http://www.amazon.co.uk/From-MyHands-Yoursebook/dp/B00D5UIVHG/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-

text&ie=UTF8&qid=1372797793&sr=11&keywords=from+my+hands+to+yours

A Night of Inspiration with Monty at Flag Is Up Farms in Solvang,
September 21 California. Open to the public with limited space. To register, e-mail:
admin@montyroberts.com or call 805-688-6288.

USA

September 28 Hadlow College, Hadlow, Tonbridge, Kent

UK

Houghton Hall & Alpaca Centre
September 30
New Manor Farm, Sawtry Way, Houghton, Cambs

UK

October 2

Bishop Burton College, Beverley, Hull

UK

October 4

Gleneagles EC, Gleneagles, Auchterarder, Perthshire

UK

October 6

Richmond EC, Breckenbrough Farm, Brough Park, Catterick, Richmond,
UK
North Yorkshire

October 15

Helsinki International Horse Show, Next Generation Tour

Finland

October 17

South Staffordshire Collge, Rodbaston Campus
Penkridge, Staffordshire

UK

October 19

Myerscough College, St. Michael's Road, Bilsborrow, Preston,
Lancashire

UK

October 25

Hartpury College, Hartpury, Gloucester,

UK

October 30

Crofton Manor EC, Titchfield Road, Stubbington, Fareham, Hampshire

UK

November 1

The Grange EC, Northlew Road, Okehampton, Devon

UK

For information about Monty's worldwide demos and the courses held at Monty's farm in
California go to: http://www.montyroberts.com/ab_about_monty_calendar/see-monty/

FOLLOW MONTY'S WILLING PARTNERS ON FACEBOOK!

Monty's Willing Partners program began in 2005. We love
the challenge of producing these wonderful horses. In
addition we meet fantastic people and generate
relationships globally that have stood the test of time.
Feel free to come and see our horses.
www.facebook.com/MontyRobertsWillingPartnersHorses

Monty in Brazil

Monty Roberts, Gabriel Coglianese and Bruno
SaGrise work with a bucker at the Monty Roberts
Eduardo Moreira Learning Center on July 20-21.
Monty uses the Ardall Mannequin Rider first for
safety. More than 60 people were there to learn
and establish Monty's Join-Up concepts in more
than 10 states in Brazil, and also from Bolivia
and Argentina.

Monty on HRTV

Watch Monty on HRTV Tuesdays at 6:00 PM ET.
Special Offer for Monty Roberts' Fans! First
month FREE of HRTV.com when you subscribe
now! Just use the promo code MR13 when you
sign up!

MONTY'S CHALLENGE
My question is regarding a teaching technique. I am an archery instructor through USA Archery
and am certified to teach instructors how to instruct. I have been doing this since 1995 so have
a fair amount of experience with both instructors training as well as working with students. One
thing we try to emphasize is avoidance of negative wording i.e. saying don't, no, never etc.
Instead we tell our students what we want them to do. This avoids ambiguity and improves
transfer of idea. just a thought.

Please check local TV directories for your time
and channel or the HRTV website where times
are in Eastern Standard Time:
http://www.hrtv.com/MontyRobertsShow/

CANADA'S RURAL CHANNEL
Horse & Country, UK
Watch Monty Roberts on Horse &
Country TV (Sky channel 280) in
the UK and Ireland. See:

Canada's Rural Channel focuses on agricultural news. Many prominent equine
clinicians can be seen weekly, including Monty Roberts. For more information
about The Rural Channel go to: www.theruralchannel.com.

http://www.horseandcountry.tv/monty

KEEP IN TOUCH

for more info.

Let us know what you are looking for in content from these emails. Send your comments and
requests to askmonty@montyroberts.com.
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Never miss an e-mail from Monty: To ensure you receive this email in the future, add
askmonty@montyroberts.com to your list of approved senders or select the Add/Save to Address
Book function in your email browser and follow the appropriate instructions.

Christopher Dydyk

Sincerely,

Monty Roberts

